BIOGRAPHY
CONGRESSMAN DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

Congressman Donald M. Payne, Jr. is a Democratic congressman representing New Jersey’s
10th Congressional District, which covers portions of Essex, Hudson, and Union counties. A
Newark, New Jersey native, he was first elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in
November 2012, and is now serving in his third full term. Congressman Payne, Jr. is a
tireless fighter for New Jersey families, working to create jobs and grow the economy,
protect and invest in our children, and ensure the health and safety of our communities.

As Ranking Member of the Homeland Security Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness,
Response, and Communications, Congressman Payne, Jr. has built a record of achievement
in a divided Congress. He introduced two bills that were signed into Public Law by President Barack Obama,
including the Department of Homeland Security Interoperable Communications Act of 2015, which ensures that
DHS personnel can reliably communicate during emergencies. He also introduced six bills that passed the U.S.
House: the First Responder Access to Innovative Technologies Act (2016, 2017), the State and High-Risk Urban
Area Working Group Act, the Partners for Aviation Security Act, the State Wide Interoperable Communications
Enhancement Act, and the Department of Homeland Security Interoperable Communications Act of 2014.
Additionally, Congressman Payne, Jr. passed the language of his SMART Grid Study Act through the U.S. House
as part of a larger appropriations bill.

In 2017, Congressman Payne, Jr. was appointed to the powerful House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure for the 115th Congress. The Committee has jurisdiction over national infrastructure and all modes
of transportation, including aviation and mass transit.

Congressman Payne, Jr. fights to expand access to capital for small business owners. He led a U.S. House effort
for greater transparency in small business lending to better understand and meet the credit needs of women- and
minority-owned small businesses.

A strong advocate for children, Congressman Payne, Jr. introduced the TEST for Lead Act to protect children
from lead-contaminated drinking water in schools. He also introduced the Promise Neighborhoods Act of 2015,
which encourages a holistic community-based approach to educating children in distressed neighborhoods.

A member of the Congressional Black Caucus, Congressman Payne, Jr. fights for civil rights, justice, and equality
for all Americans. He is a proud co-sponsor of the VVoter Empowerment Act, the Paycheck Fairness Act, and the
Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act.

Additionally, Congressman Payne, Jr. is a strong advocate for common-sense gun safety reforms, including
expanding background checks, outlawing high-capacity magazines, and preventing suspected terrorists from
buying guns. He introduced the Safer Neighborhoods Gun Buyback Act of 2015 to keep guns out of the wrong
hands by incentivizing gun owners to sell back guns.

Congressman Payne, Jr. is a leader in expanding access to affordable, quality health care. He is the lead
Democratic co-sponsor of the Removing Barriers to Colorectal Cancer Screening Act, bipartisan legislation that
would remove financial barriers to life-saving colorectal cancer treatment. As Co-Chair of the Congressional
Men’s Health Caucus, he promotes efforts to improve the health and well-being of men, boys, and their families.
He is also a vocal advocate for cancer prevention.



